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Foreword

Tuberculosis continues to be a public health challenge in India and it is the commonest
opportunistic infection (OI) in People living with HIV (PLHIV).TB is the foremost cause of
death among PLHIV. To mitigate the cffect of dual burden of HIV and TB co-infection, the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India through its Department of
AIDS Control and Central TB Division (Department of Health and Family Welfare) has been
undertaking joint collaborative efforts. For this purpose the National Framework was
developed in 2008 and updated in 2009 with an “Intensified TB/HIV Package”, for
nationwide implementation in phased manner which has been achieved by June 2012.

The strong collaboration between NACP and RNTCP has helped in enhancing HIV testing
coverage amongst notified TB cases and Intensified TB Case Finding activities are being
implemented amongst PHLIV in the country, with efforts to ensure universal access to HIV-

TB collaborative services, while minimising stigma and discrimination associated with
HIV/TB.

The * WHO policy on collaborative TB/HIV activities-guidelines for national programmes
and other stake holders 2012™ recommends establishing and strengthening the mechanisms
for delivering integrated TB and HIV services, reducing the burden of TB in PLHIV and
initiating carly ART and reducing the burden of HIV in patients with presumptive and
diagnosed TB. The Government of India is already implementing these recommendations.
Considering the technical advancements under RNTCP and NACP the existing National
Framework (2009) has now been updated and revised during 2013. This National Framework
on HIV/TB collaborative activities, duly endorsed by the National Technical Working Group
on HIV/TB under Department of AIDS Control, in December 2012 aims to further strengthen
the Government of India’s response to TB/HIV in the country.

The dedicated efforts of Basic Services Division, Department of AIDS Control, Central TB
Division and various experts arc appreciated in meticulously developing this National
Framework 2013, which will serve as a valuable resource for enhancing the Joint HIV/TB

collaborative efforts at all levels of the health system in India.

ov Verma)

6th Floor, Chandralok Building, 36 Janpath, New Delhi -110001, Phones : 011-23325331, Fax . 011-23731746

C manil - anau daa mmsall amiaa






